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Eddie Tupa’i

Welcome…

Today I will discuss with you three areas of preaching that are crucial for growing disciples of Christ.  Firstly we will answer the question, (i) WHY PREACH?; then we will learn how to preach for discipleship in the (ii) PREACHING ‘HOW’ section.  Our final area of focus is related to both preparation and presentation.  This is will address how to be move the listener from conviction and conversion to life change.  The title of this section is (iii) PREACHING WITH URGENCY.

I wish to acknowledge my father, Pr Rangoso Tupa’i, who introduced me to life-change preaching, and modeled for me the discipline of faithfulness to message preparation; my wife, Tessa, who said to me almost 15 years ago, “Honey that was a great message, but you didn’t explain to them how..”;  Dr Rick Warren whose commitment to life-change preaching has helped me understand that the difference between good preaching and great preaching is application.  Finally I wish to acknowledge my first preaching teacher at Avondale College, the late Pr Austen Fletcher.  He taught me the importance of ensuring that there is always urgency in our preaching.
My friend prepare faithfully, pray passionately and preach expectantly.

Eddie Tupa’i 
WHY PREACH?

THE FOOLISHNESS OF PREACHING
“While we are to preach the word, we can not impart the power that will quicken the soul, and cause righteousness and praise to spring forth. In the preaching of the word there must be the working of an agency beyond any human power. Only through the divine Spirit will the word be living and powerful to renew the soul unto eternal life. This is what Christ tried to impress upon His disciples. He taught that it was nothing they possessed in themselves which would give success to their labors, but that it is the miracle-working power of God which gives efficiency to His own word.”
Ellen G White - Christ’s Object Lessons 63.3
1. We preach so that people may   ______________________________

the life changing ____________________________________ .

Therefore the preacher must come to the people having a knowledge and experience of _____________________________.  

Most of the preaching craft occurs ​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________________.

· Prayer

· Bible study

· Personal

· Sermon

· Research

· Biblical

· Life today

· Audience

· Discussions

· Preaching team __________________________

· Mentors

· Practice

· Be the first to hear your sermon, so you can make adjustments before it is too late.

2. We preach because it is  _____________________________________

But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth. Exodus 9:16 (NIV)
For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. Romans 8:29 (NIV)



GOD’S PURPOSE: _____________________________

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness..."

 Genesis 1:26 (NIV) 

Just as we are now like Adam, the man of the earth, so we will someday be like Christ.

1 Cor. 15:49 (NLT) 


TO BE CHRISTLIKE MEANS TO…


_______________________ like Jesus (Phil.2:5)


_______________________ like Jesus (Col.3:15)


_______________________ like Jesus (Col.3:17)

3. We preach __________________________________________ .
Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it--he will be blessed in what he does. James 1:23-25 (NIV) 

When we get people to ______________________, ______________________________

and  __________________  God’s Word, they are inevitably changed!

“The Word of God is not to teach us to prattle or be eloquent and subtle…It is to reform our lives, so that we desire to serve God, to give ourselves entirely to him, and to conform ourselves to his good will.”
John Calvin

The Bible was not given to increase our knowledge but to change our lives.”





D.L.Moody

If God's word were studied as it should be, men would have a breadth of mind, a nobility of character, and a stability of purpose that is rarely seen in these times.

E.G White Christian Education 58.1

“So we continue to preach Christ to each person, using all wisdom to warn and to teach everyone, in order to bring each one into God's presence as a mature(perfect-KJV,NLT) person in Christ.” Col. 1:28 (NCV) 

4. We preach ___________________________________________ .
· ALL BEHAVIOUR IS BASED ON A BELIEF

· BEHIND EVERY SIN IS A LIE I AM BELIEVING

· “At one time we were too foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures.” Titus 3:3 (NIV)
· CHANGE ALWAYS STARTS IN THE MIND

· “…be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Rom.12:2 (NIV)
· TO HELP PEOPLE CHANGE, WE MUST CHANGE THEIR BELIEFS FIRST.
· “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” John 8:32 (NIV)
· TRYING TO CHANGE PEOPLE WITHOUT FIRST CHANGING THEIR BELIEFS IS A WASTE OF TIME
· “But what people say with their mouths comes from the way they think; these are the things that make people unclean. Matthew 15:18 (NCV)
· THE BIBLE TERM FOR “CHANGING YOUR MIND” IS REPENTANCE
· YOU DON’T CHANGE PEOPLE’S MINDS, THE APPLIED WORD OF GOD DOES.
· “We speak words given to us by the Spirit, using the Spirit’s words to explain spiritual truths.” 1 Cor.2:13b (NLT)
= “to change your mind”

PREACHING THE ‘HOW?’
THE POWER OF APPLICATION

“A wise teacher’s words spur students to action and emphasize important truths”  Eccl.12:11 (NLT)
Application answers 2 important questions:

__________________________ & _______________________________

To help you find the application in a passage or text of scripture ask - Is there..

A
TTITUDE TO CHANGE?

P
ROMISE TO  CLAIM

P
RIORITY TO SET?

L
ESSON TO LEARN

I
SSUE TO RESOLVE

C
OMMAND TO OBEY?

A
CTIVITY TO AVOID OR STOP?

T
RUTH TO BELIEVE?

I
DOL TO TEAR DOWN?

O
FFENSE TO FORGIVE?

N
EW DIRECTION TO TAKE?

S
IN TO CONFESS?

HOW TO PUT MORE APPLICATIONS INTO YOUR MESSAGES
1. ALWAYS AIM FOR A SPECIFIC _______________________

2. _________________________ FROM YOUR OWN LIFE

3. ASK ______________________________ QUESTIONS

4. GIVE SPECIFIC ACTION _____________________

5. GIVE ____________________________________

6. OFFER ____________________________________

7. MAKE YOUR APPLICATIONS YOUR _______________________

8. PUT A _______________________________ IN EVERY POINT!

9. PUT JESUS/GOD IN THE POINT

10. PERSONALIZE THE POINTS BY USING PERSONAL PRONOUNS

AN ACADEMIC OUTLINE

“The Corinthians and Spiritual Gifts” (1 Cor.12)

1. The Source of the Corinthians’ Gifts

2. The Function of the Corinthians’ Gifts

3. The Purpose of the Corinthians’ Gifts.

What’s wrong with this outline?

· It is _______________________

· It is _______________________

· It is _______________________

· It is not about ___________________________

A LIFE-CHANGING OUTLINE

Using Your Gifts (1 Cor.12)

1. God Gave You Gifts

2. God Gave You Gifts to Use

3. God Gives You Gifts for the Benefit of the Body

What’s right with this outline?

· It is _______________________

· It is _______________________

· It is _______________________

· It is _______________________

HOW TO ORGANIZE YOUR MESSAGE FOR LIFE CHANGE
The TEXT should determine the SUBSTANCE of your message but the way people LEARN should determine the STRUCTURE of your message.

IF THE POINT OF THE MESSAGE IS APPLICATION

THEN MY APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE MY POINTS!
1. KEEP YOUR OUTLINE SIMPLE

2. GET TO THE POINT __________________________
The Contemporary Congregation has a Short Attention Span.  Calvin Miller highlights in the his preaching book, ‘The Sermon Maker’ that preachers need to present 10 3-minute points rather than 3 10-minute points.

3. STATE YOUR POINTS IN _______________________

4. MAKE SURE YOUR POINTS FOLLOW CLEAR LOGICAL STEPS

OUTLINES WITH MOVEMENT

1. TELL THEM WHY

2. SHOW THEM HOW

1. ESTABLISH A NEED

2. GIVE PERSONAL EXAMPLES

3. PRESENT A PLAN

4. OFFER HOPE

5. CALL FOR COMMITMENT

6. EXPECT RESULTS

______________________

1. WHAT?

2. SO WHAT?

3. NOW WHAT?

5. ARRANGE YOUR POINTS TO CLIMAX WITH A COMMITMENT

6. ARRANGE YOUR POINTS TO USE TENSION AND RELEASE

7. CONSIDER HOW YOUR POINTS SOUND

8. USE AN OUTLINE WITH THE BIBLE VERSES WRITTEN OUT

· The unchurched don’t bring ____________________
· It relieves embarrasment of _________________________
· You can cover more material in less time
· You can have everyone ________________________
· They can review it later
· It can be the basis for _____________________________
· It allows you to use multiple translations
· It increases participation
· Without it people forget ____ of what you say within _____ hours.
PREACHING WITH URGENCY
THE VITAL INGREDIENT
ENERGY IN PREACHING
“Dear brothers and sisters, when I came to you I didn’t use lofty words and brilliant ideas to tell you God’s message.  For I decided to concentrate only on Jesus Christ and his death on the cross.”  1 Corinthians 2:1,2 NLT

The focus of life change preaching is  _________________________ .

Preaching that is Christ focused will be ________________________ .

Energy Transfer (Preacher to Listener)
The energy of the preacher transfers her/his passion for the message to the listener.

The energy of the content (message, teaching), transfers ancient words to the life of the listener.

The energy of the spoken words ignites the energy of the listener.

Energy Conversion (Listener energy ignited to action)
The energy of the listener is stirred to consider/think about the message.

The awakened mind and heart of the listener is stirred by the energy of the (i) preacher, (ii) content and (iii) spoken words.

The energy of preaching is lost if there is no urgency in the (i) preacher, the (ii) presentation and the (iii) proclamation.

URGENCY IN PREACHING
The key element in the process of change is the sense of urgency.

Without urgency – why preach?  Without urgency there is no challenge, neither is there a call.

There needs to be a sense of urgency in the message otherwise it will be just a talk.
The challenge/call is the critical 2% of the sermon.

Way to challenge:
1. Anticipate and refute _______________________________

2. Give warning of ___________________________________

3. Use indirect conviction – e.g Nathan to David
4. Plead _______________________________
5. Remind them of how they __________________________
6. Encourage – you can!
7. Make it _____________________________
Ways to conclude:
· Restate your major points forcefully & personally
· Use a compelling illustration
· Use a piercing question
· Always offer an opportunity to receive Christ and expect people to respond.

HOW TO GIVE AN INVITATION TO COMMITMENT

· Plan carefully
· Be willing to experiment
· Clearly explain ______________________________________________
· Write out your call
· Lead in a model prayer
· Don’t over extend the invitation
· Don’t create artificial barriers
· Don’t alienate those who do not ________________________________
· Offer information
· Use _______________________
 “To convince a person to try God is preaching”
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